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Governmental policy in the area of sustainable development in Hungary
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National Council for Sustainable Development, a legal framework
In 2008 the National Council for Sustainable Development was established by the National Assembly
and it is continuously active ever since, it is a conciliatory and deliberative body – a forum of the
representatives of political parties, government, science, economy, churches and civil organizations.
The Council’s task is two-fold: to inform the Members of Parliament about the sustainability risks and
effects of proposals (policy strategies, programmes, bills) submitted to the Parliament, and to take part
in informing the public, as well as in creating our national strategy for sustainable development [2].

Sustainability institutions in Hungary
In Hungary there is a modern democratic political and economic systems of four-year political election
cycles and of only a few years of economic horizon. Everywhere in the World the decision-makers often
ignore the long-term effects and costs of their choices imposed on future generations. In order to make
private and public decisions more effective and fair, we need institutions that help us consciously limit
our future depleting actions. Constitutional regulations, international (e.g. climate change)
conventions, ombudsman representing the interests of future generations, extension of the powers of
the existing independent controlling institutions (e.g. court of auditors) are only a few possibilities the
democratic political community may use to prevent the indebtedness of future generations, and to
designate the boundaries for the race of everyday prosperity, and for the solution of current problems.
Such sustainability institution is the NCSD (National Council for Sustainable Development) [2].

The sustainability challenge
Modern welfare societies have created a level of material wealth – not equally for everyone – never
seen before. However, one of the sources of this material abundance is often that the opportunities
of future generations are depleted by the accumulation of debts, the plunder of natural resources,
climate change, demographic decline and pyramid scheme-like pension systems. One of the major
challenges, tasks of the early 21st century, is to become a sustainable society in which the wealth of
today is not at the price of future scarcity [2].

Waste management (MSW) in Hungary
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Over 10 years, the annual amount of MSW generated in Hungary has decreased by 13 %, i.e. from 4.6
in 2001 to 4.1 million tonnes in 2010. From this amount, around 62 % is household waste and the rest
is similar waste generated by institutions, service providers, and businesses.
Figure 2.0 shows the development of MSW generation per capita in Hungary from 2001 to 2010.
There has been a slight decrease during the period.

MSW generation per capita

It should be mentioned that the general data availability and quality for MW before 2004 time series
is considered to be poor. It must be stressed that before 2004 when the new Waste Management
Information System (HIR) was launched, the only available data was based on estimations and noncontinuous data collections, and not considered to be precise by the experts in Hungary [3].

Recycling of municipal waste
The municipal wast of Hungary contains around 13.5 % paper, 20 % plastics, 5.9 % glass and 6.4 %
metal (Balatoni, 2012) in Hungary, and around 52 % of the MSW is biodegradable (ETC/SCP, 2008).
The country’s performance in terms of MSW recycling has been improving dramatically over the last
decade from close-to-zero (2 % in 2001) to 21 % in 2010. The majority, 18 percentage point was
material recycling (including metal, glass, plastic, paper and cardboard, but excluding composting),
while composting and other biological treatment together accounted for only about 4 percentage point
out of the 21 %. 7
Although progress in improving material recycling has already been achieved, any sign of progress
with organic recycling is yet to be seen [3].

The packaging waste recycle is also developing in the 2001 and 2010 range.
Recycling of municipal waste in Hungary

Comparison of packaging waste and municipal waste (MSW) recycled between 201 and 20110

In the future the waste recycling is to be increased in Hungary. The recycling rate should be 50% by 2020, in
harmonized with the Waste Framework Directive.

Important initiatives to improve MSW management

In current and future trends have been being the introduction of the selective waste collection method all over
Hungary.

Legal framework, The Fundamental Law of Hungary, Constituion
The Hungarian Constitution as legal framework deals with the sustainability. Article N, P, and Q define this
subject.
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The sustainability is defined in the Fundamental Law of Hungary not only in the budget
management but also in the natural resources, water, biodiversity etc. This way Hungary puts
the sustainability, the environmental protection, the protection of our national reserves in the
highest level of or law.
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